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13 April 2016
MEMORANDUM TO ALL MEMBERS

Ceasing the Implementation of the Provision of Eliminating Gold Electroplating
Technology Using Gold Potassium Cyanide and Gold Plating Technology Using Gold
Potassium Subcyanide by 2014

In February 2013, the National Development and Reform Commission issued an
amended version of “Guiding Catalogue for the Adjustment of Industrial Structure”. Cyanide
electroplating process was one of the processes that would be phased out in 2014. The
Commission suggested that the industries should use “gold potassium citrate electroplating
process” as substitute. However, various research institutes found that “gold potassium
citrate” is in fact a toxic chemical. Eventually, the Commission announced in September 2013
that the phasing out of cyanide electroplating would be suspended.

On 25 March 2016, the National Development and Reform Commission promulgated the
Decree No. 36 to cease the elimination of Gold Electroplating Technology Using Gold
Potassium Cyanide and Gold Plating Technology Using Gold Potassium Subcyanide by 2014.
The decision will take effect 30 days after the promulgation of the Decree No. 36. For
details of the Decree No. 36, please visit the following website:
http://www.sdpc.gov.cn/zcfb/zctbl/201604/t20160405 797464.html

Policy, Research & Communications Division
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